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A number of prominent Canadians of the late-nineteenth century saw service of one form or

another in the American Civil War. The thirty or so biographies in this file have been extracted

from the first edition (1898) of "The Canadian Men and Women of the Time: A Handbook of

Canadian Biography". In a few cases I have provided supplemental information. Word count: c.

8800.

A superb biography . . . vivid, sometimes witty, prose . . . a deft, deeply informed account.--

Thornton's "thoroughly researched, gracefully written study locates him [Bowditch] in the

several historical contexts to which he belonged: New England society and culture, business

management, and science . . . a major contribution to our understanding of the early republic--

Richard D. Brown, New England QuarterlyMuch more than a well-researched and engaging

biography"—Thornton "shows how Bowditch's insistence on arithmetic order . . . a new spirit of

numbers . . . contributed to a sea change in American life.--Theodore M. Porter, Journal of

Interdisciplinary HistoryA remarkable book . . . a real pleasure to read. . . . Thornton writes

beautifully and uncomplicatedly about subjects that are neither beautiful nor uncomplicated.

She breathes life and excitement into ledger books, forms, and actuarial tables and paints vivid

portraits of corporate board meetings. . . . a scholarly biography of Bowditch that is deeply

engaged with the historiography of American capitalism--A "great achievement--Gautham Rao,

American Historical ReviewAn enormously learned book about an intellectually challenging

subject . . . [bringing] Bowditch to life in order to show us something about the power of

numbers to regulate the world—a power that we now know so well we forget it was not always

so."—John Lauritz Larson,Reviews in American History[Thornton] describes in an enjoyable

way the lifestyle and society of Salem, at that time a wealthy port town, second only to Boston

in New England.--International Journal of Maritime HistoryThis recommended biography

rediscovers an eccentric who was key in improving several emerging industries. Readers of

early American history will find a rich story that moves between New England high society and

the founding of the natural sciences.--Library JournalLucid and intelligent . . . and an often

charming account of a remarkably gifted mathematician/bureaucrat--IsisThe story of Nathaniel

Bowditch is fascinating. Tamara Plakins Thornton tells it with intelligence, warmth, and

abundant sympathy.--American ScientistThornton's biography of Bowditch is remarkably fluid

and her rich narrative profiles the social, economic and cultural issues that surrounded this

extremely complicated man. . . . Give[s] the reader a probing, thoughtful, descriptive work about

an unorthodox, quasi-genius Yankee.--The Northern Mariner/Le marin du nord--This text refers

to the hardcover edition.ReviewThornton tells a fascinating story with considerable grace, and

her conclusions make a significant contribution to the issue of social, economic, and cultural

transformation in the early nineteenth century. Nathaniel Bowditch and the Power of Numbers

is, among other things, a fluent biography of a significant if curious American public figure who

possessed a broad splash of eccentricity that any reader would enjoy encountering.--Daniel

Vickers, University of British Columbia--This text refers to the hardcover edition.About the

AuthorTamara Plakins Thornton is professor of history at the State University of New York,

Buffalo. --This text refers to the hardcover edition.Read more
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Canadians in the American Civil War:Extracts from "The Canadian Men and Women of the

Time:A Handbook of Canadian Biography"(1st Edition, 1898)compiled and edited by,Ken

Scheffler* * * * *ASHFORD, Col. Volney Vaillancourt, bro. of the preceding [Clarence William

Ashford]. B. in the Tp. of Hope, he was ed. at the common and Grammar schs. of Port Hope,

and studied law in the same town. At the age of 17 he enlisted in the 21st N. Y. Griswold Light

Infantry, and was in active service with the regt. in Va., until the close of the war of Secession,

participating in all the battles that took place in the Shenandoah valley during 186465,

including the battles of Winchester and Cedar Creek. He was commissioned 2nd Lieut., May

11, 1865, and was discharged from the U. S. service at Fort Collins, Col., 1866, when he

returned to Can. He was afterwards attached to the Mil. Sch., Toronto, under the 17th and 47th

regts. of the line, and the 13th Hussars. He entered the Can. V. M. service as cornet in the 3rd

Prince of Wales Can. Dragoons, 1867, became Lieut. and Adjt. 1875, and Capt. of No. 2 troop,

1881. In 1883, he left Can. for the Hawaiian Islands, where he entered into partnership with his

bro. Clarence in the practice of the law. He was apptd. by the King a Col. in the army and

commander-in-chief of the mil. establishment of the Islands. After his release from

imprisonment, as related in the preceding sketch**, he proceeded to San Francisco, where he

is now practising law in partnership with his bro. Clarence.—San Francisco, Cal.** From his

brother's entry: "Afterwards [practicing law in Illinois] he removed to the Hawaiian Islands,

where a relative of his mother's, Carter Wilder, who had gone there some years before from

the neighbourhood of Port Hope, was Prime Minister. He practised law in the Islands, and

became Atty.-Genl. under the late King Kalakaua. His bro. Volney joined him in the practice of

the law, and they both enjoyed largely the confidence of the King, and after his death, of the

Queen, Liliuokalani. The brothers were both concerned in the unsuccessful attempt to restore

the deposed Queen to the throne, 1894, and, in consequence, were taken prisoners. Clarence

was liberated and banished from the Islands, Volney was sentenced to a long term of

imprisonment, but on account of ill health, was released and banished. Both brothers

afterwards practised law in San Francisco, Cal."* * *BENDER, Louis Prosper, M. D., litterateur,

is the s. of the late Louis P. Bender, advocate, Quebec, by his wife, Jane McMillan. B. in

Quebec, July 30, 1844, he was ed. at the Quebec Semy., and graduated JVI. D. at McGill Univ.,

1865. In the same year he was admitted to the Coll. of P. & S., and later, was admitted to the

Coll. of P. & S. of Ont. Before graduating he served on the med. staff of the Northern army,

during a portion of the Am. civil war, and was brought under the personal notice of Genl. Grant.

Thereafter he practised successfully in his native city, removing to Boston, 1884, where he has

adopted the homeopathic system. Before leaving Can., Dr. B. published two works of

permanent interest, viz., "Literary Sheaves, or La Littérature au Canada-Français" (Montreal,

1881); and "Old and New Canada, 1753-1844: Historic Scenes and Social Pictures, or the Life

of Joseph François Perrault" (do., 1882); and since his change of residence he has added to

his reputation as a writer by numerous contributions to the Am. periodical press. The majority

of these articles have appeared in the Mag. of Am. History, and in the North. Am. Review,

several afterwards appearing in pamphlet form. Dr. B. was m. 1866, to Miss Aurelia Scott.—

Exeter Chambers, Exeter St., Boston, Mass.; Press Club, do.* * *BRAINERD, Thomas

Chalmers, physician, is the s. of the late Rev. Thos. Brainerd, D.D., of Philadelphia, Pa., by his

wife Mary, dau. of the late Judge Danl. Whiting, of Albany, N.Y. B. in Philadelphia Sept. 27,

1837, he was ed. at Yale Coll. (class of 1859), and graduated M.D. at Jefferson Med. Coll.,

Philadelphia. He entered the regular army of the U. S. as Asst. Surgeon, and received two



brevets for his services during the war of the Confederacy. Resigned from the army to take

position as Supt. of Laflin & Rand Powder Co. In 1876 removed to Can. and became Presdt. of

Hamilton Powder Co. He is also Presdt. of the Dom. Cartridge Co., and of the St. Henri

Chemical Co., the former of which was incorporated 1890, and the latter 1894. Among other

offices held by him is that of Treas. of the Quebec Fish and Game Protection Club. He became

an Assoc. of the Can. Soc. of C. E., 1889. Dr. B. is a mem. of the Presb. Ch. He m. 1865, Miss

Mari Laflin Boies of Saugerties, N.Y.—171 Drummond St., Montreal.
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